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GOVIET BALTIC FLEET EXPANDS

The following is guoted from the Elseviers Weekblad, & weekly newspaper
published in Amsterdam, Holland: .

In his speech before Swedish naval officers on 22 February 1950, Admiral
Stromback, commander-in-Chief of the Svedish Navy, referred to the increasing
strength of the Soviet Baltic Fleet. He questioned the significance of re-
settling the German population from the Baltic Sea shores to the interior of
Mecklenburg and of the activities in the ports of Warnemitnde, Stralsund, Ros-
tock, and Wismar, as well as on the Island of Rlgen, the new Red Gibraltar.

The Swedish admiral meintained that the goviet Navy has most of its sub-~
marines and battleships in the Baltic Sea, although this has been denied by
the Soviet Union. He contrasted the requested expansion of the Swedish Navy
by eight (from 12 to 20) torpedo boat chasers, by 12 (from eight to 20) escort
vessels and by the construction of other torpedo boat chasers, with the fact
that the shipyard of Kronshtadt is working on the 35,000-ton battleship Sovet-
skiy Soyuz with its 40.6-centimeter guns, rocket-launching devices, and &
speed of 30 knots. He pointed out that Kronshtadt houses the former German
10,000-ton cruiser DPeutschland and the. former 10,000-ton heavy cruisers Lot-
zow (now Petropavlovsk) and Seydlitz (now poltava), each of which reach a
speed of 32 knots and have eight 18-centimeter guns in four gun turrets.
Moreover, in Kronshtadt lie the former 6,000-ton Niirnberg (now Marakov) with
its six 18-centimeter guns in three gun turrets; four modern 9,000-ton cruisers
of the Kirov class; Kirov, Maxim Gor'kiy, Tsyapayev, and Tsyarekov, which
~réch a speed of 33 knots and have nine 18-centimeter guns; twenty-one 2,500-
2,900-ton torpedo boat chasers and many submaerines.

More important than these figures is the creation of .2 naval base on the
Island of Rigen which is larger and better fortified than Leningrad-Kronshtadt.
This new base is located much closer to the English Channel, North Sea, and
Atlantic Ocean than Kronshtadt, Baltishport (now Paldiski), Libau (now Lepaya),
ctc. The. Rligen arsenal is supplied ‘partly from the ports of Libau énd Memel
(now Klaypeda), pertly from the Islaend of Usedom, and partly from Rostock,
Wernemlinde, and Wismer, all of which, since modernized and expanded, are suit-
able for repair of the largest ships. Recently two 15,000-ton warships, the

keels of which were laid by the Germsns in 194k, wWere launched at these ports.
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The Swedish admiral warned that the USSR is concentrating on the expan-
sion of its submarine fleet which is to amount to 1,000 submarines by the
end of 1950. Being able to reach the North Sea and Atlantic Ocean via Katte-
gat and Skagerrek, they would be able to attack, or even destroy, any enemy.
Tt is also assumed that, in case of war, the Soviet Union will at once occupy
the Danish island of Bornholm.
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